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NEAR WESTSIDE PEACEMAKING PROJECT:
WHERE ARE WE NOW?

In December 2014, the Near Westside Peacemaking Project [WSPP] graduated its first group of
peacemakers. Peacemaking is a traditional Native American approach to conflict that focuses on
healing and restoring relationships, rather than finding fault or deciding guilt/innocence. Twenty
volunteers completed a 10-week training program (over 20 hours!) that included topics such as the
principals of peacemaking, the history of the Near Westside, the art of storytelling, an introduction
to the justice sytstem, maock circles, and a two-day workshop with Native American expert
consultants. The velunteers were recruited through community cutreach at neighborhood events,
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PROYECTO DE PACIFICACION DEL NEAR WESTSIDE:
¢DONDE ESTAMOS AHORA?

En diciembre de 2014, el proyecto de pacificacidn del Near Westside (NWSPP en ingles) gradud su primer
grupo de pacificadores. La pacificacion es un enfoque tradicional nativo americano para el conflicto que
se centra en las relaciones de sanadion y restauracion, en lugar de fallas o deddir la o
{ inocenda. Veinte voluntarios comp un progl deer de 10 (més de
20 horas!) Que incluyd temas como los prindpios de la paz, la historia del Near Westside, el arte de la
narracidn, una introduccion a la sistema judicial, circulos simulacros, y un taller de dos dias con consultores
Expertos naty icanos. Los fueron reclutados a través de extension a la comunidad en

church functions, school activities and other meetings. Being a peacemaker requires commi 10
completing the training program and participating in peacemaking circles. Many of the peacemakers
live on the Near Westside, seven are native Spanish speakers, and all have a familiarity with the
neighborhood and believe in the community’s ability to resolve conflict.

Marilyn Goulet is a member of 5t. Lucy's Church and the Westside Peddlers. Marilyn decided to
become a peacemaker because she wants to “help people heal” and “get [people] to peace”
Marilyn didn't miss a single training session. She “loved every bit of it,” particularly the “building of a
community, sharing a meal.” Marilyn especially enjoyed the workshop with Native American expert
consultants Wendy and Leroy Hill. For her, Wendy and Leroy exhibited the importance of “listening
deeply to every person’s story without judgment.”

Eduarde Santos came to Syracuse in 1996. He has been working on the Near Westside for the

past five years. Although encouraged to attend the training by his employer, Eduardo quickly

started to feel like being a peacemaker was an opportunity to “give back and make a change in the
community.” Eduardo hopes the peacemaking program will “heal broken relationships between
family members, friends and neighbors in the community.” For Eduardo, the training experience
changed his approach on how to resolve conflicts. He learned “to listen like a ‘heart with big ears,’
not to judge, and to try to understand the root of the conflicis”

The first floor of 601 Tully Street is the future home of the NWSPP! The peacemaking program will
accept referrals from community members, the Syracuse Housing Authority, the courts, schools,
probation and parcle. For more information, please contact Lisa at (917) 573-1845 or VavonesLi@
courtinnovation.org.

ever i fundones de laiglesia, actividades escolares y otras reuniones. Ser un padificador requiere
el compromiso de completar el programa de capaditacion y participar en los dircules de padficacion.
Muchos de los pacifiadores viven en el Near Westside, siete son hablantes nativos del espafiol, y todos
tienen una familiaridad con el bamio y creen en la capacidad de la comunidad para resolver los conflictos.
Marilyn Goulet es miembro de la Iglesia de 5t Lucy y Westside Peddlers. Marilyn decidio convertirse
en una pacificadora porque quiere “ayudar a la gente a sanar” y "ayudar a [la gente] a llegar a la
paz." Marilyn no perdid una sola sesidn de formacion. A ella "le encantd todo”, en particular la
"construccion de una comunidad, de compartir una comida.” Marilyn gustd especialmente del taller
con consultores expertos natives americanos Wendy y Leroy Hill. Para ella, Wendy y Leroy mostraron
la importancdia de "escuchar profundamente a |a historia de cada persona sin juido”.
Eduardo Santos llegd a Syracuse en 1996. El ha estado trabajando en el Near Westside durante
los Ultimos cinco afios. Aungue era animado a asistir a la capacitacion por su empresario, Eduardo
répidamente comenzo a sentirse como ser un pacificador fue una oportunidad de "dar y hacer un
cambio en la comunidad." Eduardo espera que el programa de paz se "sanar las relaciones rotas
entre miembros de la familia, amigos y vecinos de la comunidad.” Para Eduardo, la experiencia de
capacitacin cambiaron su enfoque sobre la manera de resolver los conflictos. El aprendic "a escuchar
COMo un "corazon con grandes orejas,” no juzgar, y tratar de entender la raiz de los conflictos ™.
iEl primer piso de 601 de la calle Tully es el futuro hogar de NWSPP! Bl programa de pacificacion
aceptara referencias de miembros de la comunidad, la Autoridad de Vivienda de Syracuse, los tribunales,
las escuslas y las cortes. Para obtener mas informacion, pongase en contacto con Lisa en (917) 573-1845
o VavonesL@courtinnovation.org.




