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By the Numbers: Seattle Mentor Sites.The Courtwas selected The Seattle Community Court team
Community Court Stats in March of2009along with the expects a growing stream of visitors and
Focus on: Philadelphia community courts in Hartford, iCand requests for technical assistance in the
Community Court Dallas, TX. The three courts were future as part pf its mentor court role.
equipped to teach others on how to awarding American Recovery Act
create and improve their own stimulus grants and a whole fundlng
Community court programs. Category of the Act is committed to
helping jurisdictions start or improve
As part of their visit, the CCl team problem solving courts.

observed court sessioanda defendant
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attendech Community Court Steering Drug Market Initiative
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Lang said. Community Courtplayed a unique role
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in this alternativego-incarceration
effort, serving as the Seattle DMI Core
Teamdbs soci al

To learn moreabout the Seattle DMI,
see the fronpage Seattle Times article

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/I
ocalnews/2009619108 webdrugdealers
07m.html.

The grant successfullyursued by City
Attorney Tom Carr and former Police
Chief Gil Kerlikowske provided federal
funding to train a core team on
techniques first developed and
implemented in High Point, North
Carolina. During the course of three
intensive training session$e core

team visited High Point, Milwaukee

and Nashville, learned about the details
of the approachand gained insights on
how to successfully implement the
initiative. The Department of Justice
has trained wer twenty jurisdictions
nationwide in the techniques over the
past two years. The Seattle team hopes
to replicate the successful results
obtained in High Point and other cities.

Lake City Chamber of
Commerce Honored at

Summer CAB Meeting
By Bob Hood

On Friday, June 28th, Chuck Dickey,
and the Lake City Chamber of
Commerce, were recognized with a
Community Partnership Award at the
SummerMeeting of the Seattle
CommunityCourt Citizen Advisory

Community Court Executive Committee
member Tom Carr, S
Attorney, followed remarks by Ed

Mc Kenna, the City

In addition to Judge BonnehdSeattle
Core Teamalsoincluded East Préuct
Police Commander Paul McDonagh,
Assistant City Attorney and East
Precinct Liaison Tienney Milnor,
Seattle Neighborhood Group Director
Kay Godefroy, and Bob Hood, Chief of
theSeattleCi ty Attorneyd
Public & Community Safety Divisign
as the ta m @ant of contact and lead
coordinator

North Precinct Liaison Attorney.

Judge Bonner 6s f ami
Court Resources Center, defendant
needs assessments, and the community
courtds experience Ciyptorpey Tore Gag (eff) pregegts
defendants to social services, was Chuck Dickey with a Community
instrumental in helping to build the Partnership Award as Precinct Liaison
strong social services network critical to Ed McKenna lookson.

the High Poinimodel The Seattle team Ed was a perfect choice to make the

Board. The award, presented by Seattlei nt o

went out to the North Precinct Advisory
Council with Ed earlier this year to

s er v iorctieefcaldinéah:r e sent at i v edescribe the commuyicourt program

to the Council and build support for
more community service sites in the
northend of Seattle. Ed noted
humorously how Chuck was initially a
bit skeptical, wondering out loud why it
was a g dbdmgcrimimthls® t o
Lake City insteaaf trying to keep
criminals away. 0
long to convince Chuck that community
service by Seattle Community Court
defendants was a good thing for the
neighborhood, a good thing for its
residentsand a good thing for
defendants.

Bu

Chuck then spearheaded the effort to
bring the new community service site
being. AChuck
helped to make it happen and we

edtut de®s Giatvye done it
notesStephanie fiHe hel ped ¢
Aetlotv ménthersyobtise Chrinber t6 €

support he effort, including making

sure the defendant work crews had a

local staging area, restrooms, water, and
service projects that would help restore

and beautify the neighborhood.

S

Now, roughly hreedays per month,
community courcrewshead up to Lake
City to perform a variety of tasks
designed to improve the neighborhood
long plagued by lowevel offending.
They stage for a morning orientation at
a conference room offered by the
Seattle Department of Neighborhoods.
From there, theyah out to various
service s sites to complete their ceurt
ordered community service obligations.

also used the same social services needsaward remarks as he hails from the Lake Community service teams have cleaned

assessment form that is being used in
CommunityCourt to screen defendant
needs under the Seattle DMI

City neighborhoodind has known
Chuck for nearly 40 years=d notel
how Chuck and his wife had resided in
Lake City in the same house for better
than fifty years, and that Chuck has
been a neighborhood activist and
volunteer for nestof those years,
particularly since
recently, Ed was familiar with Cick
because of his involvement in the North
Precinct Advisory Council Stephanie
Tschida, th&Community Service Site
Manager for the

City Attorney Tom Carr said that the
SeattleDrug Market Initiative
firepresents mimportantpartnership
between a community affected by an
openair drug market and the criminal
justice system. They actively work
together towarsla common goal of
ending the harmful impagbf drug
dealingon the neighborhood o

Ci tlgke Qity.t or ney 6 s

up litter and debris along Lake City
Boulevard, done blackberry removal

and other environmental restoration, and
workedon other projects identified by
Lake Citycommunity membersThey

are currently involved in project to
create a community art mur&huck
regudarlyfparticipates ie thede effortdyio s t
helpingAmeriCorpsteam memberto
provide support and encouragement to
these offenders as he works along side
of them to improve the livability of

of fice,
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In his remarks to the Citizen Advisory  Judge Bonnehasreturned to a court Judge Ron Mamiya Leaves
Board, the ever humble Chuck offered thathas significantly changed from the .

his thanks for the recognition, but was last time he regularly presided there. Behind a.StrongerSeattIe

quick to point out the great workthat fiWe started this cCOMMURIYy COUt hoestringo
the AmeriCorpsteam does to support Judge Bonner ryometore d By Seattle CdmmanityeTeam

defendants in their cleanup efforts. the team donating time to make this ] ) o ]
court happetheQty Or iLikejmesithinggin life, change is
Attorney Tom Carrformer ACA inevitable andhé true test of the
Director Dave Chapman, and Judge institutionalization of a new idea is its
Bonner himself, took time from their ~ ability to withstand change and the test
regular duties to provide the coverage ~©f time. When Judge Ron Mamiya took
necessary to make the court possibl ~ OVer the helm of Seattle Community
Defendants were managed with help of Court in 2006 from Judge Bonner, the
a single probation officer arttieydid court faced such a challenge
community service at only a couple of o
downtown community service sites. The court had completed its pilot phase

and was still in its relative infancy. The
community court team was just starting

to implement a major grant from the

United States Department of Justice that
would markedly change the nature,

scope, and complexity f Seatt | e 6 s
Community Court effort and add a

community service requiremeand

needs assessment procespretrial

diversion candidates.

Photo by Kendi Rossiof Hartford Community Court

Seattle Community Court defendants
complete community service in Lake City

Lake City is the latest neighborhood to
be recognized with a Community
Partnership Award. Previous winners
of the avard include the Belltown
neighborhood, the Beacon Alliance of
Neighbors, the Colman Neighborhood
Group, and the Metropolitan Improve
ment District. At each meeting of the

Judge Mamiya helped guide the court
through this period of expansion as the

Citizen Advisory Board we try to Judge Bonner presides ovethe judicial representative on the Seattle
recognize one of our outstanding Community Court Calendar. Community Court Steering Committee.
neighborhood pargers. Seattle His leadership was instrumental in
Community Court could not be a ANow t he Court has helpngtaihtegrate yew staffandg n e d
success without thieelp of these great attorreys from the involved agencies, resources$nto the courandhelping to
community partners. two probation monitors, numerous incorporaé manynew community

volunteers, and a large AmeriCarp service sites His initiation of

.. Team that helps to monitor and figr adaat & mdonsueessful

Judge Fred Bonner Rejoins encourage defendant completion of progam completers, capped with a
Seattle Community Court community service at sites locatedall phot o, a handshake, a
By Bob Hood over t Bomnemated ytalgo pencil, provided positive reinforcement

seegnore tha four times as many to hundreds of Community Court

In June of this yeatudgeFred Bonner defendants as the court saw during its  defendants that appeared before him.
retook the reigns of Seattle Community pilot phase when Judge Bonner last
Court as its presiding judge after ay regularly presided there.

been away from that role for more than

two years. Judge Bonner was happyto il t 6s a far differ
be returning to the groundbreaking, were back in 28dd50
problemsolving court that he helped iltds much busier,
launch 2005. much more mired institution thaiit

waswhenl was her e Buthe
il enjoyed my wor kheialso n8tesahatthé eurt faces

Muni ci pal Court 6s DBignificarst heiv challeriges brel a lbudget
Court cal end decause lerwirosneemt that is very difficult.

of my involvement with the creation of Judge Bonnesays that hés looking

this Court, it is great to be back hearing forwardto the opportunity to help move
cases on this calendar on a regular the court forwardo meet these

ba s i Judg® Bonner heacommunity challengess it enters a new era as a
court cases Tuesday through Thursday nationalcommunity court mentor site.
during the afternoon.

Judge Mamiya pictured with a successful
Community Court graduate.



His willingness to engage defendants
about their Community Court
experience upon
l earn new insights
programs were impacting defendants

A worthy goal of any judge who
presides over a problem solving court is
to leavebehind a court that istronger
andbetterequippedhan it was before

his or her arrival. By that measure,
Judge Mamiyads
Community Courwill be lasting and

that goalamplyaccomplished He

leaves the court in the capable haafls
Judge Bonner and this transition should
be even easier than the last. The
Community Court Team thanks and
recognizes him for those contributions.

Summer CAB Meeting

Recognizes its Volunteers
By Stephanie Tschida

In addition to recognizing a great
community partner, the Summer
Meeting of the CitizerAdvisory Board
wasalso a great opportunity to thank the
many volunteers who help to make the
community court a special place. The
end of July also maddthe end of the
terms of our core Community Court
AmeriCorpsTeam.

Eunice Yang, Mark Braseth, Danny
Steyer, Jeff Atwood, and Leila Brandon,
with Stephanie Tschida(seated)at
Celebration

This yeards core t
Eunice Yang, Danny SteyaandJeff
Atwood, werea €nsational group.
Importantadditionalassistance was
provided byAmeriCorpsLinks

members Leila Brandon and Tiko
Hasgawa. This teamworked alongside
of and helpdsupport hundreds of
community court defendants in doing

their community service. Theyakie
reached out to and helddevelomd

i g mewdcammunityosendce $ites! pheyd

of Neighborhoods fPatchCoordinator,
the participarg began the much needed
uverk to restore the siteThey

havenwrittea avticlestoe thi€ newsletterd smmediately began to clear the paths

and have performed important data

and overgrown beds, working very hard

entry supporting our program evaluation to accomplish the task so thasidents

of this highly diverse neighborhood
could begin tause the beds to plant their
gardens

efforts. They have also eawilling
and able to pitch iand hép with
whatever needed to be dondost
importantly, they have reached out to
and touchedhelives of hundreds of

C 0 N tgdfendantsvhb BalesSconte thro®ye curt t

court.
A tesanentt o

in the many highly positive comments
coming from defendants as they
reporedon their community service
experience at their Community Court
graduation ceremonie®/e wish them
the best of luck in the futa.

New Holly P-Patch Blooms
with Help of Community

Court
By Stephanie Tschida

Starting in May of this yeaGeattle
Community Courdefendants began
work at a newcommunity serviceite at
our third city RPatchthe New Holly
Community Gardenocatedin the city's
South Precinct The garden had been
neglected for some timend manyof
thebeds were overgrowpaths were
filled with weeds and tall grass, and it
was marginally usable for members of
the community.

t

AW

New Holly p—Paté prir to renovation

Initially, eight Community Court
defendants repaetito the siteas part of
their obligation to complete community
service Monitored by our AmeriCorps
team and Kenya Fredithe Department

t h ecollecdva md s
impact is probably no more evident than

Community Court defendants tackle the
renovation.

The work team was joindaly two
Ethiopian womerirom the
neighborhoodvho barely spoke
English, but theiniversallanguage of
gardening seemed todak downany
language barrierthat existed between
them. By the end of the day, theam
had cut down all of the weedzad
cleared the pathways, ahddrepaired
several of the plots with recycled
planks. Great progress wasade
towards restoring the-patch as a
community asset

Subsequentollow-up crewscontinuel

the work byremovng weeds and
spreathg barkon the pathwaysBefore
long, the ppatch was again ready for

use by the communityKenya Fredie
was most i mpressed.
economic times the Community Court
Progam has truly been a valuable
resource, and we look forward to
building upon our partnership. I love it
when gardening arouses fond memories,
life stories are shared, and the common
hrespect for nature produces joyful

moments for all to ex
sad.
As the photos amply d

amazing what great things a community
service crew can accomplish in short
order. The photos visually describeath



progressDefendant Mark B. perhaps While with the Seattle Municipal Court,
summed itup best at hi€ommunity Lorri played many important roles in
Court A g rceraimory isih® n 0 her position as a strategic advisor. She
described his work at the site to Judge spearheaded theoStars Program which ADid you kno
Ron Ma itiwasaool. Felt good, successfully helped many formerly sometime during the first

week of June of this year,
the 25,008 hour of

Breaking News:

actually like | was doing something for homelesschronic low risk offenders
the community. People are going to use find permanent stable housing,
that garden and | 6 meagiogfulregployneentiaed aa b | e

come back and take a look at it when ~ permanent path out of the criminal community service was

it onse.doSo, pretty cjosticeésysiemh $he asa played a completed through the

Pretty cool indeed. critical role in the development the regular Community Court
Seattle Municipal

. o
7 ‘\\\‘ Resource Center, where she helped FletelEliEs

design and implement the program,
trained and supervised many of its
volunteers, and built strong cress
agency partnerships to provide optimal New Community Service

social services help for defendants SitesJoin Community Court
coming through the court. )
Partnership

But for the Seattle Community Court ~ BY Stephanie Tschida
family, Lorrids greatest contributions
were in her unceasing efforts on behalf One ofthe importanparts ofour

J

New

i

oley ppatch shows great

Ho of Seattle Community Court itself. Lorri Community CourProgram is working

progress. was on the ground floor and a key with our community partners to insure
. player in the founding of this innovative that there are a sufficient number of
Seattle Community Court problemsolving court. Shejoined us in  sites wheralefendants a giveack
Team Salutes Lorri Cox trips to Portland Community Court and  to neighborhoodaffected by crimdy
By the Seattle Community Court Team helped us develop the vision and the  doingmeaningful community service.
mission of the court. She staffed the Many communities from around Seattle

On Jwne 30 of this year Lorri Cox, a Community Court Steering Committee  have steppgup to offefjustsuch
strategic advisor with Seattle Municipal and helped to insure that issues and projects. Two of ournewer great
Court and a key member of the problems were identified and mged. partnerkipsarewith the Magnusen
Community Court Team, left the Court  She also was a tireless advocate for the Environmental Stewardship Alliance
to serve in an important new role in Court and helped to build the processes (MESA) and Meadowbrook Comumity

King Countyos eff o@ldmengrtiestgffneeded to evaluate Care

homdessness. Though we weresadto and report on the CIVIPESUAr' tos ?_U t comes.
see her go, we are sure that Lorrilwil IS & norprofit organization

have as much an impact in her new JOb Clty Attorney Tom Carr describes Lorri dedicateq t-@ducating and il:'lVOlVing the

as she has had on Seattle Community @S one of those @ ufIMguEyingesegarashingh o can

Court. take the i@as and vision of others and ~ Warren G. Magnuson Parkheir

work to operationalize them and turn Promontory Point Habitat Enhancement

the dream into a r &®Riectinvoesa25ggeesitglgcateddnn o t

be where we ar e t odhgS§outhepstaerseyafthe park wherg s

contributions. o invasive vegetatiois being removed
andnativeplants and treeare being

The Seattle Community Court will miss replantedo make a more varied and

her dearly, but finds solace in the notion welcome habitat fowildlife. Seattle

that sle is tackling one of the most Community Courcommunity service

serious issues facing our community.  crews have provided assistarioehat

The best part about her new position is  work by joining MESA vork crews

that she will have plenty of chances to  They have also assisted ME®#

continue to work with us on matters of  helpingmaintain anative plant nursery

Lorri Cox with (I eft to right) SMC Judge

Fred Bonner, SMC Chief Clerk Bob mutual concern as she takes on issue of |gcated tovards the north end of
White, Seattle City Attorney Tom Carr, homelessness for King Countyve Magnu®n Park Plants from the
PCS Div. Chief Bob Hood, andormer wish her the best of luck and good nurseryare usedn ME S Altabitat
ACA Director Dave Chapman at a Seattle ~ wishes in her new position. enhancemenirojecs.

Municipal Court Employee Recognition
Ceremony for Lorri earlier this year.



Meadowlvook Community Carés a

Spotlight on . relatively new norprofit organization N"E:fern‘:aif? 2'3;;_';‘33;""
Al n t heir serving NorthSeattle. Included within
Defendants comment on their their projects are ater, habitat and 1333 5% g49
. : trail restoratioralongThorton Creek 300
comr_numty service 'and near the Meadowbrook Community 700 |
OBV B CRIEIEEE I | Centerand support of an overnight 600 -
their Agraduat | R E e 1 200 |
Mapleleaf Lutheran RQurch Seattle 300 |
filt was an interesting experience Community Court dfendans have 200 |
working with the Millionaire Club assisedtheir ThortonCreekeffortsby 100 |
and seeing that ah, what can joining theirwork crews 0
h a p p e n | f y ou r e 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
together and where you can end Thesedocationsare just a small sample Qe
up being. So | can see where of the many places across the City wher¢aple 1 Number of Community
things can lead if stuff gets out of we haveactivecommunity service Court Defendants
hand. Not pretty.0 partneships (see map orgp8). As
Mark C. defendants put in meaningfuburs of A similar improvement occurred in the
. _ community service work restoring these number of community service hours
Awell, | actually enjoyed it, | neighborhoods, we hope that their eyes peingcompleted.In the first half of tiis
enjoyed working with the will be opened to thémpact of their year,another 5,628oursof community
M etropolitan Improvement offenses andome of the many social  service was performeny Seattle
District. They want me to come in serviceghat are available tbelp them  communityCourt defendantsThis was
and fill an application out. Well it get back on track. close to nearly all the service performed
just, it taught me, yunno that what in 2007 and if this rate continuez009
| did was wrong and yunno | had The Seattle Community Court Ameri  service couldapproachL2,000 hours, a
to pay for it. | signed up for GAU Corp Team continues to reach outto  pew milestone
and food stampsdownstairs this new sites and ialways in the hunt for
morning. And housing andalso | new locations. If you are aware of any
have an appointment to get my other opportunitiefor such partner Number of Hours of Community

GRS OR =LCHGIR R ikl | ships pleasecall me, Stephanie Service Performed 2005-2009

morning. 0 Tschidgatthe CityAt t or ney 6 s| % 8293
Roy P. at 6847731

nlt felt really .
feel whole inside. | loved all of it By the Numbers: Seattle

ARG Ay - Community Court Stats
much. o By Bob Hood
Kristi S.

The Seattle Community Court program

SRR N | s into its fifth year of operations and 20052000 2007 2008
what | did. It was stupid. | defendants seen, hours of service
appreciated the opportunity your completed, and social services contactsTable 2. Number of Community
Honor . YANTIIGRENGE | madecontinue on the upswingThe Service Hours Performed
first half of this yeasaw a marked
Ronnie H. increase in the number of defendants  This increasén hours wasdrivenin part
coming intoCommunity Court, most by the fact that 20®defendants
N2 T R CEEE | likely due to a change in policy averaged nearly.4 more hours of
Native American Center is helping wherein qualified defendants could completed community service than their
DGR R ISR | have their case dismissed if they 2008 counterparts, 44%increaseand
worth it. It os completed all of their program also a new record higfThis reflects a
requirements within 14 days. Atotal  60% increase in the hours of service
Yolanda F. of 500defendants entered the court  performed per defendant over that
during the yeaof 6s deiformedin2005Xhisis@ tedtalnent
I SRR ARG GRS | this year. If that rate of increase holds,  to the great work being done by the
me to look at the whole thing from Seattle Community Court shouldsee Court 6s probation mon
a different pers well over 1,000 defendants this year, a and Kent Hay, ouAmeriCorpsTeam,
new record. and our community service site
Kim H. partners.




Average Number of Hours Of
Community Service Performed
Per Defendant 2005-2009
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Table 3. Hours ofCommunity Service
Performed per Defendant

Of additional interest, Tricia Lapitan, a
Seattle Municipal Court Strategic
Advisor reports that over 45% of all
defendants are now complegiall of

their court mandated requirements. She
also reports that over 4,150 social
services contacts have actually been
made by community court defendants,
an average of nearly 1.5 contacts per
defendant.

Breaking News:

ADi d youwt kno
sometime dung the
beginning ofJune of this
year, the10,000" hour of

community service was
completed through the
Community CourtPretrial
DiversionProgram?

Finally, the pretrial diversion program,
whose community court hours are
assigned and monitored through the
CommunityCourtProgram, also
continues to contribute community
service hours Stephanie Tschida, the
Community Service Coordinator for the
CityAtt orney6s Office
pretrialdiversion defendants did another
2,287 hoursof communityservicein the
first half of this year. That brings the
totals forcommunityservicethrough
pretrial diversiorto nearly10,500
hourssinceearly2007.

But itds not all
In the process, defendathizve
provided street and neighborhood
cleanupin Belltown and Pioneer
Square, environmental restoration in
Beacon Hill, West Seattland the
International Districtassisted
community ppatches in New Holley
andHighpoint assisted foodbanks in
Ballard and the Central District, and
painted out graffiti in Lake City.
Hopefully some of them hawaso
receivedsome help that will allothem
to live more crimefree lives

Focus on: Philadelphia

Community Court
By Bob Hood

As part of our continuing series on
community courts locatealcrosghe
United Statesndaroundthe world
today we examine thehiladelphia
Community Court (PCClocated in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Philadelphia Community Coudpened
its doors on February 23002 aghe
20" community court in the naticand
the first inPennglvania ThePCC like
our owncommunity courtis basewn a
broadpartnershighat includeghe City
of Philadelphiathe First Judicial
District, the District Attorney,the
Defender Associatiorthe Police
Department, the City Coonatiting
Office for Drug and Alcohol Abuse

Programsand the Center City District.

The court currently serves ten
contiguous police districts (precincig)
Philadelphieandcovers an area with
population of about 380,000 people.

The court handlesases involvindpoth
misdemeanarandwhat are known as
summary offensesnder Pennsybknia
law. Typical caseincludethingslike
retail theft, criminal mischiednd
vandalism, graffiti, theft from auto,
disoederlg comdactnindr érug crimes
panhandlingandprostitution The
Court saw approximately0,000cases
in the last calendar yeat5% of which
involved summary offenses

sféndaatdbnormallgréassignedita b e r s

24 hours of ommunity servicet
approximateltwentysiteslocated
around PhiladelphiaAll of sites are
non-profit organizations that supervise
defendantsluring their community
service.Typical community service
assignments include sidewalk cleaning,
graffiti removal, and landscape
maintenance The Court also provides
defendants with a broad range of social
services help based on needs
assessmemterfarmed as part of the
court process Some services are
provided irhouse while others are
through referrals to outside agencies.
Jail is rarely used as a sanction because
of long-standing and chronic jail over
crowdingthatexists in Philadelphia.

Philadéphia Community Court, like our
own, utilizesa Community Advisory
Panel(CAP) which include<itizenand
policerepresentative$rom each of the
police districts PCC staff, and
representatives fromme public

deferders, t he District
Office,ard fromthe € t y 6 s Of f i
Supportive Housin@ffice. The CAP
meets every other month to help
identify community service sites and
shareinformation on what is happening
in the court and in the neighborhood

During itsseven yealife, the PCC has
head over 50,000 caseproduced over
375,000 hours ofommunity service
and collected ovebl.4 million in fines
and costslt has also helpethspire
many other community court projects
around the countryPCCCourt
CoordinatoWilliam Babcock is a
regular and thoughtful contributor to
Center for Courtnnovation community
courtlistservewhere practitioners can
share information and woidkn
commonry held problems. If you ever
venture to Philadelphid&hiladelphia
Community Courtis well wortha visit

To learn more about the Philadelphia
Community Courou can go to:

http://www.centercity phila.org/about/
Community.php






