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The Journal of Court Innovation was founded by the New York State Judicial Institute, the 
Center for Court Innovation, and Pace University Law School to promote and highlight 
innovative programs and strategies in state court systems around the United States.  
 
The Journal of Court Innovation is geared to speak to both practitioners and academics. The 
journal’s audience includes court administrators, attorneys, judges, scholars, non-profit 
executives, legislative and executive branch officials as well as anyone working for an agency or 
institution focusing on improving court systems or the administration and delivery of justice. 
Because of its wide audience, journal articles should be written in an accessible style.  Authors 
can assume readers have a basic knowledge of how courts and the justice system operate but 
should avoid the use of technical jargon or legalistic language whenever possible. 
 
Submissions will be reviewed by staff from the Judicial Institute, the Center for Court Innovation 
and Pace University Law School as well as outside reviewers. Typically, both a practitioner and 
a researcher or scholar participate in the review process. If revisions are necessary, the article 
will be returned and the revised material will be due in a timely fashion. At the discretion of the 
editors, reviewer comments will be included with the return of rejected manuscripts. 
 
Articles: Articles can profile new projects or programming, present original research, describe 
controversies in the field, document emerging trends, analyze efforts to improve existing 
structures and practices, or profile the efforts of innovative practitioners, policymakers, 
researchers, or organizations. Research can be based on analysis of existing data or newly 
collected data.   

All articles must focus on state court-related topics; however, “court related” is defined 
broadly.  It includes, for example, articles about jury issues, case management, judicial selection 
and evaluation, court structure, judicial training, technology, problem-solving courts, and efforts 
to create stronger links between courts and communities.  

When profiling a new program, the author should include in the discussion a review of 
obstacles encountered by practitioners and, if relevant, how those were overcome.  The author 
should also endeavor to extract lessons useful to those who might be interested in creating a 
similar program. The editors prefer to feature programs whose successes have been documented 
by rigorous research; however, since it often takes years to evaluate new programming, the 
journal also publishes profiles of promising initiatives that have not yet been supported by 
research.  The journal also welcomes articles about programs that have failed, so long as the 
failure generates interesting lessons for readers. 

Original research should not exceed 35 pages, including all text, references, tables, and 
figures. Include a brief abstract. References must conform to standard legal citation style. 
Ideally, research findings should not have been previously published, although the editors, under 
special circumstances, are willing to entertain exceptions. 
 
Book Reviews: 1,000-4,000 words.  The journal welcomes reviews of books on justice-related 
topics.  Reviews should summarize the main points of the book, place the book in context by 



comparing it to other noteworthy books on the same topic, and explain who, if anyone, might 
benefit from reading the book.  
 
Style Sheet  
 
Manuscript Format: The Journal of Court Innovation  style is based on the 15th edition of The 
Chicago Manual of Style.  Manuscripts should be in English and submitted in Microsoft Word 
via e-mail.  Other requirements: 

• 12 point Times Roman or comparable font; 
• Double-spaced text  
• One-inch margins on all four sides 
• Left margin justification only.  

 
Abstract: Every full-length article should include a three-to-five paragraph summary of the 
article’s main points.  
 
Headings: Make titles and headings bold but use the same roman typesize as the body of the text. 
Capitalize only the first word and such words as grammar requires (such as a proper name). 
Do not use more than two levels of headings, i.e., headings and sub-headings but not sub-sub-
headings.  
 
Copyrighted Material: Authors are responsible for obtaining permissions from and paying any 
required fees to copyright holders to use material (e.g., long quotations, tables, figures, 
photographs) that has been published and copyrighted.   
 
Tables and Figures:  Tables and figures should be included in a separate Microsoft Excel file. A 
short descriptive title should appear above each table with a clear legend and any footnotes 
identified below. All units must be included. Figures should be completely labeled, taking into 
account necessary size reduction. Captions should be in the manuscript text file.  
 
Photographs:  In the rare instance in which a photograph is appropriate, the image must be 
submitted digitally.  It must be of professional quality (scanned at 300 dpi or above).   Images 
should be submitted on CD and by e-mail as .tiff files in greyscale, with notations on the files. If 
there is any potential for doubt, the word “top” should appear on the image. Please provide 
captions for the images in a separate file, and indicate where the images should be placed in the 
text, with the following annotation:  <Figure 1 here>. 
 
Biographical Statement: After an essay has been accepted for publication, the author should 
submit a 2–3 sentence biographical statement to accompany the article.  Authors should include 
their full titles, such as “Mary Adams is director of court operations in Smith City, Virginia.” 
 
Quotations: Quotations of fewer than 40 words are run into the text using double quotation 
marks; quotations of 41 words or more are indented five spaces from the left and right margins, 
single-spaced and not set off with quotation marks.  No initial or terminal ellipses are necessary. 
Avoid square brackets.  
 



The Journal of Court Innovation encourages the use of quotations, when appropriate. Quotations 
can enliven the text, provide support for an argument or introduce alternative points of view.  
Use brackets or ellipses to preserve the integrity of the original quotation.  Check all quotations 
against originals.  Ellipses at end and beginning of quotes are generally unnecessary. No 
quotation marks are needed in block quotes or epigraphs, unless dialogue within the selection.   
 
Ellipses:  Try to avoid omissions in quotations. If an omission is necessary, however, it must be 
noted. Indicate the omission of a word or words within a quoted sentence by replacing the 
omitted text with an ellipsis. An ellipsis is a group of three consecutive dots separated from the 
text by single hard spaces on the left and a regular space on the right (following the ellipsis). It is 
text, hard space, dot, hard space, dot, hard space, dot, regular space. The hard spaces prevent a 
line break from separating the ellipsis.  (In MS Word, press SHIFT-CONTROL-SPACE to create 
a hard space.) 
 

The creation of a corporation, it is said, appertains to sovereignty.  
The creation of a corporation . . . appertains to sovereignty.  

 
Indicate the omission of the end of a sentence, or a larger block of text (such as a 

complete sentences, series of sentences, paragraph or more) with four dots.  
 

The government of the Union, then, (whatever may be the influence of this fact on 
the case,) is, emphatically, and truly, a government of the people. In form and in 
substance it emanates from them. Its powers are granted by them, and are to be 
exercised directly on them, and for their benefit.  

 
The government of the Union, then, (whatever may be the influence of this fact on 
the case,) is, emphatically, and truly, a government of the people. . . . Its powers 
are granted by them, and are to be exercised directly on them, and for their 
benefit.  

 
Citations: Footnotes conform to The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (18th ed. 2005). 
Footnotes are used with the dual goals of providing support for arguments or materials discussed 
and providing the reader with a guide to clearly relevant supporting material.   Extensive string 
citations should be avoided when possible, bearing in mind that footnotes are practical 
communication tools for the author and the reader. 
 
Dates: All dates follow “American” style (i.e., “May 2, 1966”). 
 
Miscellaneous Stylistic & Formatting Preferences:  

• “Thus” should be used sparingly.  
• Use italics feature in Word; avoid using underline and do not use bold except for section 

titles  
• Following the Chicago Manual of Style, proper names that are commonly recognized as 

initials (LBJ, JFK, FDR) can stand as such.  "US" is acceptable in adjectival form; when 
used as a noun, spell it out:  "United States." 



• Use a comma before the last member of a series of three or more coordinate elements: A, 
B, and C; X, Y, or Z.  

 
 


