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BY ELIZABETH LAZAROWITZ
HOOKING UP with a stranger just
might save you some cash.

A group of Brooklyn-based
Harvard grads have come up
with an iPhone application that
helps travelers share cab rides.

Punch in your location, and
the application, called Weeels,
can order you up a car service
and search for other riders head-
ed in the same direction.

“In a city like New York,
you’ve got a lot of people going
to generally the same areas, and
you’ve got a lot of empty seats,”
said Weeels co-founder Alex
Pasternack, 27.

“We thought if we could re-
duce all that wasted space we
could reduce traffic and make
rides cheaper.”

The Brooklyn-based service is
aimed at residents outside Man-
hattan, where public transporta-
tion can be inconvenient, espe-
cially late at night, said Weeels
creator David Mahfouda, 28, who
lives in Park Slope.

Mahfouda set out to make
America’s main mode of trans-
portation — cars and roads —
“more social, more environmen-
tally friendly, and most impor-
tantly, functional.”

By using Weeels instead of
spending hours on the subway,
“you can sit around and have
another beer at the bar and, in-
variably, someone else will want
to go home, too,” he said.

Weeels has agreements with
about half a dozen livery cab op-
erators. Users can either order a
car for themselves or request a
shared ride from the nearest car
service at a prenegotiated price.
Shared rides cost each rider
about 60% of the total cost.

Since the application’s debut
this summer, the service has re-
cruited about 2,000 users, Mah-
fouda said.

Finding partners for shared
rides is still not easy, but Mah-
fouda is hopeful the convenience
the service offers will help it fare
better than the city’s cab-sharing
pilot program, which picks up
riders at a few fixed locations.

Users sign on to the service
using a Facebook account, which
Mahfouda thinks will make peo-
ple less squeamish about getting

in the back seat of a car with
someone they don’t know.

The company’s also working
on ways to let users alert people
in their own social networks
they’re looking for rides, so they
can share with friends of friends.

“We think the easier we make
it, the more people will be inter-
ested in trying it,” Pasternack
said.

elazarowitz@nydailynews.com

Robin Lyde at corner where her son Benny was

slain in 2005. Photo by Linda Rosier

Stopping street slaughter
Media push to end ‘violence tolerance’

Trio hopes their ride-share app is Weeel thing

BY ELIZABETH LAZAROWITZ
A NEW short film aimed at curbing gun vio-
lence centers on the enduring sorrow of a
Brooklyn mother five years after her son
was gunned down on a Crown Heights
streetcorner.

In the brief but powerful video, Robin
Lyde recalls seeing her son Benny, 21,
sprawled on the sidewalk near her house.

“So close to home, but not home,” she
says in the film, “Benny Lyde: A Role Model
Dies Young.” “I started praying.”

Anti-violence advocates are hoping the
documentary, and others like it to be
screened at Launch Pad in Crown Heights
Thursday, will offer a fresh way to bolster
efforts to stamp out gun violence in the city.

“When they see a family in pain, I hope
people will want to take a stand,” Robin
Lyde, 48, said. Her son’s killer, Cody Nelson,
received a five-to-10-year prison sentence in
August. “It’s my son today. It may be their
brother or sister or family member tomor-
row.”

Clinton Hill-raised Hemamset Angaza, 21,
created the Benny Lyde video this spring for
Beyond Bullets, an anti-violence campaign
by media arts group Downtown Community
Television.

“This guy was very close to my age, and

his parents’ grief was very real,” Angaza
said. “I could see myself in the same posi-
tion — my parents mourning me.”

Beyond Bullets recruited Angaza and five
other young documentary filmmakers to
make a series of short anti-violence videos
this spring that it has been screening at
schools and community centers.

The Manhattan-based group has Brooklyn
beginnings, inspired by the 2004 film “Bul-
lets in the Hood: A Bed-Stuy Story,” which
was created by two Brooklyn teens in a
DCTV film training program.

Thursday’s screening of mainly youth-pro-
duced videos made through programs like
Beyond Bullets and Reel Works Teen Film-
making is the work of the Kings County Cin-
ema Society and anti-violence groups that
include the Crown Heights Community Medi-
ation Center.

In Brooklyn’s 77th Precinct, which covers
northern Crown Heights, 66 people have
been shot so far this year, said the center’s
director, Amy Ellenbogen.

Through its anti-violence program, SOS
Crown Heights, the center plans to launch a
media campaign of its own, soliciting young
artists to come up with posters, radio and
and video spots and public service an-
nouncements with an anti-gun message for

its 2011 Save Our Streets Multimedia Con-
test.

“We want to transform the culture from
one that’s tolerant of violence to one that’s
intolerant,” Ellenbogen said. “Media and the
arts are powerful tools in our efforts.”

The screening and talk will be held Thurs-
day, beginning at 7 p.m. at Launch Pad, 721
Franklin Ave.

elazarowitz@nydailynews.com
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More Local News
Getting jobs on track
Local minority- and women-
owned contractors can
learn more about working
on Resort World New York,
the planned casino at
Aqueduct Racetrack, during
a jobs fair at the track on
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
noon.

Under terms of a deal
with the state, Tutor-Perini,
the general contractor for
the Genting Group, must
use at least 25% of the
goods and services in the
construction phase from
certified women and minori-
ty business enterprises.

The construction of the
casino, which is due to
open in late spring, is
expected to generate 1,300
jobs. For more information,
call Tiffany Stiles at
(212)344-3500. Barbara Ross

Managing park geese
A public meeting to discuss
recommendations of the
Prospect Park Wildlife
Management Advisory
Committee for the park’s
waterfowl will be held
tomorrow at 6 p.m., at the
Prospect Park Picnic House.

The committee has as its
main goal the development
of a workable plan to
manage the park’s Canada
goose population.

Call (718) 965-8953.

Seminar on Co-op
Neighborhood Housing
Services of East Flatbush
presents a free seminar
today detailing the 320
Sterling St. Co-op Develop-
ment.

The seminar begins at
6 p.m. at the Crown Heights
Library, 560 New York Ave.
and will cover information
on the application process,
layout and eligibility.

Call (718) 469-4679. Go to
www.nhsofeastflatbush.org.

Alex Pasternack (l.), David Mahfouda (c.) and Daniel Luxenburg are Brooklyn Harvard grads behind Weeels
iPhone app that lets people needing rides to make connections. Photo by Andrew Theodorakis
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STATS AMORE

BY JULIAN GARCIA

P
ERHAPS NEW York City’s reputation for 
talking a good game (and backing it up, of 
course) should be blamed for a preseason 
poll in which Erving Walker was named 

the third biggest trash-talker in the SEC.
What else could explain the Christ the King and 

Brooklyn product being named among the most 
chatty athletes in the game when, in reality, the 
University of Florida point guard hardly talks on 
the court at all, at least not to opponents?

“I really don’t say anything,” Walker explained, 
“so that’s weird to me.”

Now in his third season with the Gators, Walker 
has bigger issues to worry about, such as winning 
the SEC championship and getting his team into 
position to win the national championship.

Walker, who averaged 11.3 points and 3.6 as-
sists per game in his fi rst two seasons, thinks this 
could be a special season in Gainesville. Here, he 
discusses his expectations about his team and 
what he can do to make them reality:

We’re feeling really good about our-
selves. We’ve got an experienced team. 
I’m a year older. We’ve got a solid start-

ing fi ve and young guys helping out a lot on the 
bench. So we’re looking to do big things this year. 
We’ll take it one game at a time, but we feel like 
we can win the SEC championship and possibly a 
national championship.

(My experience) will help a whole lot. That fi rst 
year was just about me understanding the college 
game, and then that second year was about me 
getting the point guard position under my belt. 
Now, I should be very prepared. We’ve got big 
games coming up and I know what to expect and 
I know how to handle it.

(Coming out of New York City) defi nitely helps. 
In New York you’ve always got a tough matchup 
on a nightly basis. In other states you might play 
some less-than-talented schools, but 
in New York you have a tough matchup 
every night.

FIRST PERSON

Erving Walker
Boro product says Florida Gators
can contend for NCAA hoops title

Questions? Comments?
Story Ideas?

Drop us a line at:

BoroSports@nydailynews.com
You can also fax us at

(212) 210-1678

For up-to-the-minute coverage of your 
favorite teams, follow us on Twitter!
Twitter.com/NYDNHighSchool

Brooklyn product 
Erving Walker believes 
University of Florida 
has enough experience 
and scoring punch to 
emerge as contender 
this winter.  
Photo by Getty

PSAL GIRLS 
VOLLEYBALL PLAYOFFS
‘A’ FIRST ROUND RESULTS
(7) Stuyvesant 2, (26) Grand Street 0
(8) Tottenville 2, (25) Boys & Girls 0
(9) Kennedy 2, (24) Bayard Rustin 0
(10) Newcomers 2, (23) Van Buren 0
(11) Seward Park 2, (22) Laguardia 1
(12) Hunter HS 2, (21) Flushing 0
(13) Townsend Harris 2, (20) Bryant 0
(15) Sec. School 2, (18) Cleveland 0
(16)New Dorp 2, (17) Bard 0
(19) Long Island City 2, (14) Forest Hills 0
*Second round matchups were played 
yesterday evening.

‘B’ FIRST ROUND RESULTS
(7) Stuyvesant 2, (26) Grand Street 0
(8) Manh. Ctr. 2, (25) Teachers Prep 0
(9) Erasmus 2, (24) Transit Tech 0
(10) Health Prof. 2, (23) Tilden 0
(11) Leader. Acad. 2, (22) Leadership 1
(13) FDR 2, (20) East Harlem Pride 0
(15) MLK 2, (18) Stevenson 0
(17) Robert Wagner 2, (16) Evander 0
(19) Fort Hamilton 2, (14) Richmond Hill 0
(21) Bushwick 2, (12) South Bronx 0
*Second round matchups were played 
yesterday evening.

PSAL BOYS SOCCER
‘A’ SEMIFINAL RESULTS
(2) Francis Lewis 3, (3) Tottenville 0
(4) Beacon 2, (1) MLK 1

‘A’ CHAMPIONSHIP
(4) Beacon 4, (2) Francis Lewis 3

‘B’ SEMIFINAL RESULTS
(2) Hunter HS 2, (3) Prospect Hts. 0
(4) Monroe 3, (1) Millenium 2 

‘B’ CHAMPIONSHIP
(2) Hunter HS 3, (4) Monroe 0

PSAL FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION
FIRST ROUND PLAYOFF RESULTS
(1) Lincoln 38, (16) Sheepshead 14
(2) Fort Hamilton 50, (15) Pt. Richmond 0
(3) Tottenville 40, (14) Grand St. 8
(4) Campus Magnet 46, (13) Lehman 12
(7) Curtis 20, (10) Flushing 7
(8) Boys & Girls 44, (9) Wagner 22
(12) Clinton 20, (5) Erasmus Hall 16 
(11) B’klyn Tech 30, (6) Jefferson 28

CHAMPIONSHIP DIVISION
QUARTERFINAL MATCHUPS
(1) Lincoln vs. (12) Clinton
Saturday, noon at Lincoln HS
(2) Fort Hamilton vs. (11) B’klyn Tech
Saturday, noon at Fort Hamilton HS
(3) Tottenville vs. (8) Boys & Girls
Saturday, noon at Tottenville HS
(4) Campus Magnet vs. (7) Curtis
Saturday, noon at Campus Magnet HS

BOWL DIVISION
SEMIFINAL MATCHUPS—SUNDAY
(1) Beach Channel vs. (4) South Bronx
(2) Truman vs. (3) August Martin

CUP DIVISION
SEMIFINAL MATCHUPS—SUNDAY
(1) Lafayette vs. (4) Petrides
(2) Stevenson vs. (3) McKee/SI Tech

CHSFL FOOTBALL
AAA CHAMPIONSHIP MATCHUP
(1) St. Anthony’s vs. (2) Iona Prep
Saturday at Mitchel Field

AA CHAMPIONSHIP MATCHUP
(2) Kellenberg vs. (5) Stepinac
Saturday at Mitchel Field

PSAL FOOTBALL
FINAL STANDINGS
BOWL DIVISION

School (Power pts.)  Win Loss

Beach Channel (626)  9 1

Truman (569)   8 2

August Martin (492)   7 3

South Bronx (482)   7 3

Tilden (470)   7 3

Bayside (401)   6 4

Automotive (360)   5 5

Adams (339)   5 5

Columbus (264)   4 6

Long Island City (249)  4 6

Jamaica (198)   3 7

South Shore (145)    2 8

InfoTech (133)   2 8

Springfi eld Gardens (84)  1 9

CUP DIVISION

School (Power pts.)  Win Loss

Lafayette (271)   7 3

Stevenson (269)   8 2

McKee/SI Tech (263)  8 2

Petrides (250)   8 2

Washington (235)   7 3

Stuyvesant (153)   6 4

Bryant (152)   4 6

Evander (118)   4 6

Alfred E. Smith (99)   4 6

Far Rockaway (86)   3 7

Lane (21)   1 9

AP Randolph (10)   0 10

PSAL BOYS BOWLING
FIRST ROUND MATCHUPS
(1) New Dorp vs. (33) Bronx Science
Today, 4 p.m. at Rab Country Lanes
(2) McKee/SI Tech vs. (31) Cleveland
Today, 4 p.m. at Rab Country Lanes
(3) Tottenville vs. (30) Bryant
Today, 4 p.m. at Rab Country Lanes
(4) Curtis vs. (36) Clinton
Today, 4 p.m. at Rab Country Lanes
(5) Bk. Secondary vs. (28) Sheepshead
Today, 4 p.m. at Maple Lanes
(6) B’klyn Tech vs. (27) Amer. Studies
Today, 4 p.m. at Maple Lanes
(7) Goldstein vs. (39) AP Randolph 
Today, 4 p.m. at Maple Lanes
(8) Cardozo vs. (40) Manhattan Ctr.
Today, 4 p.m. at Whitestone Lanes
(9) Bayside vs. (24) Leadership Acad. 
Today, 4 p.m. at Whitestone Lanes
(10) Francis Lewis vs. (23) Telecom
Today, 4 p.m. at Jib Lanes
(11) Midwood vs. (22) HS of Teaching
Today, 4 p.m. at Maple Lanes
(12) RFK vs. (21) Lehman
Today, 4 p.m. at Jib Lanes
(13) Fort Hamilton vs. (20) Richmond Hill
Today, 4 p.m. at Maple Lanes
(14) Forest Hills vs. (19) South Shore
Today, 4 p.m. at Jib Lanes
(15) New Utrecht vs. (18) Madison
Today, 4 p.m. at Maple Lanes
(16) Bowne vs. (17) Newtown
Today, 4 p.m. at Jib Lanes
*Winners advance to third round, 
which is scheduled for Monday.

PSAL GIRLS SOCCER
‘A’ SEMIFINAL RESULTS
(1) Beacon 2, (5) Petrides 0
(3) Tottenville 2, (7) McKee/SI Tech 1

‘A’ CHAMPIONSHIP
(1) Beacon 2, (3) Tottenville 0

‘B’ SEMIFINAL RESULTS
(3) Newcomers 5, (10) Lafayette 4
(5) New Utrecht 1, (9) Sheepshead 0

‘B’ CHAMPIONSHIP
(5) New Utrecht 2, (3) Newcomers 1

PSAL GIRLS BOWLING
SECOND ROUND MATCHUPS
(1) Tottenville vs. (16) Townsend Harris
Today, 4 p.m. at Rab Country Lanes
(2) New Dorp vs. (18) New Utrecht
Today, 4 p.m. at Rab Country Lanes
(3) Susan Wagner vs. (14) Stuyvesant
Today, 4 p.m. at Rab Country Lanes
(4) Midwood vs. (13) Fort Hamilton
Today, 4 p.m. at Maple Lanes
(5) Francis Lewis vs. (21) Lehman
Today, 4 p.m. at Jib Lanes
(6) Goldstein vs. (11) Brooklyn Tech
Today, 4 p.m. at Gil Hodges Lanes
(7) Queens VoTech vs. (10) Lincoln
Today, 4 p.m. at 34th Ave. Bowl
(8) Telecom vs. (9) Queens HS of Science
Today, 4 p.m. at Melody Lanes

CHSAA GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
STATE ‘AA’ SEMIFINALS
Sacred Heart (Buffalo) 3, 
St. Francis Prep 2

STATE ‘A’ SEMIFINALS
Spellman 3, Our Lady of Mercy 2

STATE ‘A’ FINALS
St. John the Baptist 3, Spellman 1
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